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October 1, 2018 

 

Rosemary Marks, Acting Superintendent 

Hackensack Public Schools 

191 Second Street 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 

 

Dear Ms. Marks, 

 

 I write on behalf of the Maywood Board of Education with regard to the 

proposed reconfiguration of the Hackensack Public Schools, wherein Hackensack 

proposes to move all 9th graders -- including those from Maywood -- to a 7th to 9th 

grade middle school building.  Initially, please note that the Maywood Board of 

Education strenuously objects to any such reconfiguration as well as to the proposed 

exorbitant referendum which a Maywood Board resolution of June 20th stipulates.   

 

 As you know, Hackensack made the decision not to consult with Maywood in 

any capacity prior to presenting its proposed plan to the public at its June 5th, 2018 

meeting and then again on June 26th with a revised plan.  Maywood, as well as its 

Hackensack Board liaison, were left to find out about this plan at the same time as 

the public at large.  As it appears Hackensack may have been working on this plan 

for several years, Maywood is disappointed, particularly with Hackensack’s active 

decision to keep such an important matter from Maywood, its educational partner.  

As noted, the discussions over the past few years with your predecessor never 

included a grade 7 to 9 configuration but instead only early childhood expansion.  

This disregard for Maywood is unsettling for the Maywood Board of Education and, 

unfortunately, evidences how broken the relationship is between the two entities.  

Communication, particularly on such an important topic is critical to sustaining an 

educational partnership.  Regrettably, the lack of communication on this topic is 

merely the most recent in a long history of Hackensack’s lack of communication with 

Maywood.      

 

 If Hackensack had engaged Maywood in discussions on this topic, 

Hackensack would have learned that Maywood has no interest in, and strongly 

objects to, any decision to move its 9th grade students to a middle school 7th to 9th 

grade building.  From an educational and social perspective, this is not an 

appropriate grade configuration.  If you engaged any outside experts who concluded 

otherwise, we would request copies of those reports.   

 



 

 

 Maywood further objects to the $165 million referendum that was presented 

by the Hackensack Board of Education.  As you know, Maywood would be 

responsible financially for the interest payments on this bond referendum through 

the tuition calculation, should it be approved by the voters in Hackensack (approval 

which, regrettably, would not include input from Maywood’s voters).  It is my 

understanding, though you have not provided any details to Maywood officially, that 

this referendum would include a parking garage at the high school.  We fail to see 

how this would be an appropriate or necessary expenditure of public funds.              

 

 Nevertheless, prior to Maywood learning of Hackensack’s proposed 

reconfiguration, Maywood commissioned a feasibility study on the possible 

termination of its sending-receiving relationship with Hackensack.  The 

overcrowding in the District/high school and now the lack of consideration given to 

Maywood by Hackensack on the above topic further strengthens our belief that it is 

time to seek a new partner for the education of our 9th through 12th grade students.   

 

 We encourage Hackensack to consider the need for such an expensive and 

educationally-disruptive reconfiguration should Maywood withdraw its roughly 250 

students.  All or part of this proposed referendum might no longer be necessary (a 

point which I would have advised personally, had Maywood been involved at any 

point with regard to Hackensack’s plans).  In any event, the termination of the 

relationship between Hackensack and Maywood and the corresponding reduction in 

students would likely save Hackensack several million dollars on this proposed 

construction.  

 

 We believe Hackensack deserves the courtesy of knowing Maywood’s plans, 

so that Hackensack can plan accordingly.  If termination of the sending-receiving 

relationship is approved by the Commissioner of Education, Maywood will not be 

responsible for any financial contribution towards this proposed renovation.  In 

addition, we encourage Hackensack to consider strongly the impact on this plan if 

Maywood’s 250 students are no longer attending school in Hackensack.   

 

 I remain available to discuss this matter with you, should you wish to speak 

with me.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Michael Jordan 

Superintendent of Schools 

Maywood School District 

  


